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Link: https://games4sustainability.org/gamepedia/energy-city/

Preview: Once you get to the home page for Energy City, click on “Learn More!” to hear more about your mission! As you read through the overview of the game, answer the questions below. Once you have answered all questions, you can click Begin on the home screen.

1. What are “stakeholders”? Who are your stakeholders in this game? How do you think their perspectives will influence the choices you make in the game?



2. Drawing power always has a cost. Describe metrics that will cost you every time you supply power to your community.



3. Having a diverse portfolio for your energy needs is important. Describe some of the pros and cons of the different energy sources you be exploring in this game.



Round 1: Start out by selecting either Beacon Hills or Carbondale Heights.

4. Tell us about the city you selected. What are the existing power plants? What are the energy details for the city?



5. Once you have completed the simulation tutorial, select your city’s “Energy Strategies”. What power plants fall under “Non-renewable”, “Inexhaustible”, and “Renewable”? Why do you think “Nuclear” is listed under “Non-renewable”?



Congratulations! You are now ready to start powering your city. Remember, all building must be started before you begin powering your city. Be sure you to take your stakeholders requests into account and as you play the game keep track of the “cost” of each source of energy. As you go through the game, answer the following questions:

6. What are some of the biggest challenges with keeping your stakeholders happy? Does it ever feel like their wants are conflicting?


7. How long did you have to wait before you were able to use energy sources you implemented aside from the original sources for the city? What was the first energy source you brought online? Did it meet your city’s energy requirements in a significant way?




8. Examine your final graphs that kept track of your cost metrics and compare these graphs with your energy portfolio. What relationships did you see between the two? 




9. People like to say you have to spend money to make money. Did you ever have to take a more significant hit on air quality or environmental impact for a long term good? Did it surprise you some inexhaustible and renew resources had an initial cost in terms of air quality or environmental impact?



10. As you invested in conservation strategies, how did that change your cost metrics in the long run? How did this affect your communities energy requirements?




Reflection: It can be easy to oversimplify a solution to a global energy need. Write a reflection on your experience (at least two paragraphs). What are some unexpected challenges you encountered that you hadn’t thought of? Where you able to keep all of your stakeholders happy? Did you ever come close to running out of your cost metrics? How important is it to get community support?






10 Years Later….
Hopefully you were able to successfully power your city for 10 years! Try a more challenging city now! Do you think you could power your city for 20 years?

